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Author Perry Snow, entrusted his BHC Registry
to Lori Oschefski of the BHCARA upon his
retirement in 2012. At the time there was
information on some 58,000 children to which,
hundreds have been added. The BHCARA is
working towards releasing the registry on line in
the very near future. Submissions to ensure your
BHC is registered are being accepted on our web
site at www.britishhomechildren.com
Perry has also generously offered his book
“Neither Waif nor Stray - The Search for a Stolen
Identity” for free by download from our research
site at:
http://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/p
erry-snow---neither-waif-nor-stray.html

We have expanded Facebook to include
Associated Pages to enhance our members usage
of the site. These pages are meant to provide
specific information for members looking for
information in those area’s as well as an informal
place to “meet” other descendants in your area.
Our BHCARA Facebook Group will remain the
same. Our new Associate pages include:

Two articles have been published by Mark Giles  of
the Burlington Gazett. About Spencer Smith, our
featured BHC story in last month’s newsletter.

Part 1 of his column published on January 5th

featured the story of Spencer’s mother-in-law

  Part two, published January 15th was titled:

Many thanks to Mark for highlighting the story of our
British Home Children!

If you haven’t had a chance to read our article in the
newest edition of Your Town Magazine Newcastle it is
still available at:

The industrialist, the architect and the home boy” -
, Brantford Historian

Geoffrey Moyer and Wikipedia web site.

Cyril William George Kinsella was born March 14th 1897 in Marylebone, London, England, the
son of William Edward Kinsella and Martha Avery. By 1901 Martha was a widow living in
London with four year old Cyril and his six year old sister Mabel. In 1908 Cyril was brought to
Canada by the Fegan Homes. He was taken to their receiving home at 295 George Street in
Toronto before being placed out to work. Cyril was moved to several placements times before
eventually ending up in Brant County in 1913. On August 12, 1914 an underage Kinsella
enlisted in the First World War and served with Brantford's Dufferin Rifles Battalion. Wounded
and shell shocked in the Second Battle of Ypress, he was considered unfit for service and
discharged. Kinsella made his way back to Toronto and was living there in 1916 when his path
crossed with sculptor Walter Allward.

In 1906 citizens of Brantford and Brant County formed the Bell Memorial Association, whose
mission was to erect a monument commemorating the 1874 invention of the telephone by
Alexander Graham Bell at his parent's home located there.  Canadian sculptor Walter Allward of
Toronto was chosen, from nine contenders, to design the Bell Memorial. Interestingly Walter
Allward would go on to design the Vimy Memorial in France which was built by the people of
Canada as a tribute to the memory of Canadian Expeditionary Force members killed during the
First World War.

Allward’s concept for the Bell Memorial was “Humanity in Communication”, with three ghostly
figures who depicting knowledge, joy and sorrow transmitted to man by telephone.  Also on the
memorial is the form of a man  depicting “Man, discovering his power to transmit sound through
space.” The man Allward chose to serve as his nude model for the Bell Memorial was Cyril
Kinsella. This took two months during which time Kinsella reportedly became bored with civilian
life. In August of 1916 he re-enlisted in the Canadian Army serving  with the 1st Canadian
Division, Fourth Battalion. He was wounded and gassed on Dec. 6, 1916, but  returned to his unit.
When the memorial was unveiled in 1917, Kinsella was near the northern French village of St.
Marie Chappell.

Half a world away from the war, Kinsella was not forgotten on this historic day. In his opening
address, Sir Edmund Walker, a prominent community member, said, “We have in the statue an
attempt in a veiled and greatly dignified way to commemorate what the telephone subjectively
means. There is a figure of humanity - a man's figure - in the great relief. That figure is modelled
from a man named Cyril Kinsella who cultivated the ground around Brantford, who went to the
war, was wounded and sent home.  He sat as a model for Mr. Allward, he got work as a fire-
ranger but could not stand it, and he has gone back to the war again.  It is a delightful fact that
the man who stands for humanity should be a man such as Cyril Kinsella." Serving overseas in
the war, Cyril himself would not see this memorial until 1946.

After the war Cyril  resided in California, USA where he was a rancher for over 40 years. He
married but had no natural children of his own. In 1946 Cyril and his wife returned to Canada

for a military reunion. On May 4th 1946 quoted in the Brantford Expositor he said, “"While in
Hamilton, the urge to see myself in bronze on the monument that commemorates one of the
greatest inventions of man, became irresistible."

Cyril William George Kinsella
the home boy, who grew up to represent humanity

It is a delightful fact that the man who stands for
 humanity should be such a man as Cyril Kinsella.
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IT WAS THE first book on British Home Children I read
and is still a good starting point for anyone
interested in the subject.*

Much of what the authors say will be familiar, from the appalling
level of poverty and lack of State intervention to the big and not so

big philanthropists and charities who undertook to migrate young
people.

Nor does it duck the issues of child exploitation and abuse in Canada or some
of the questionable methods of some charities in the selection and treatment of

young people before they left Britain.

And it balances the story of child migrants in Canada with that of Australia and
other Commonwealth countries which will be useful to many wanting to compare
the experiences of Canadian BHC with those sent to the opposite side of the world.
But above all the book is a resource designed to advance peoples' own studies.
To this end there is a particularly useful section on tracing records of child
migrants including web sites and email addresses which compliments a decent
bibliography and set of chapter notes.

That said there are both omissions and areas which are not fully followed up.
One of these is the Manchester and Salford Boys' and Girls' Refuges; which migrated children.
It may not have been a big player compared to some, but it still exists under the name of the Together Trust and has an
extensive archive with a particularly helpful archivist.**

Likewise I would like to have seen references to those socialist deputies on the Chorlton Union Board of Guardians who
consistently in the early 20th century argued against the policy of transporting children from south Manchester to Canada.
Now this is not some minor criticism based on the absence of any references to my adopted city but is important because of
what they said and when they said it.***

The three raised objections about the quality of information on the young people coming back from Canada, pointed to letters
which highlighted how unhappy some young people were and above all said that the policy was entirely flawed as it ignored
the underlying problems of poverty in Britain and the need to provide a decent support system as well as job opportunities.
In turn their opposition challenges the line of the apologists for child migration who maintain that any modern criticism is
false because it ignores that there were no alternatives.

Well our three socialists along with countless other trade unionists, politicians and activists from the Webb's, and Kier Hardie
to Robert Blatchford and William Barefoot spent their lives arguing for such a better world at a time when we were still
sending children across the Atlantic to an uncertain future.

But this is to get ahead of where most people will be when they pick up this book which remains an excellent introduction to a
subject which is now a series area of historical research, as well as the story of our own parents, grandparents and friends.

*New Lives for Old, The Story of Britain's child migrants, Roger Kershaw, and Janet Sacks, The National Archives, 2008, 240
pages
**The Together Trust, http://www.togethertrust.org.uk/our-history
*** They spoke for the children sent to Canada, http://chorltonhistory.blogspot.co.uk/2012/06/they-spoke-for-children-sent-to-
canada.html
**** The three socialist deputies were Dr and Catherine Garrett and William Skivington had been elected to the Chorlton
Union Board of Governors which administered the Poor Law across south Manchester.
Beatrice and Sidney Webb were British socialists, economists and reformers who played an important part in the founding of
the Fabian Society.
Keir Hardie was a Scottish socialist and labour leader.  He was the first independent Labour Member of Parliament elected to
the Parliament and was a founding member of the Independent Labour Party.
Robert Blatchford was a socialist campaigner, journalist, perhaps best remembered for the pioneering newspaper called the
Clarion.
William Barefoot, a leading Labour Party campaigner in Woolwich, South East London.


